Here’s a detailed comparison of free and paid photo editors, including their advantages, disadvantages,

and best user levels.

Free vs. Paid Photo Editors — Comparison Table

Software

GIMP (Free)

Photopea (Free,
Web)

Canva (Free & Paid)

PixIr (Free & Paid)

Darktable (Free)

Paint.NET (Free,
Windows)

Adobe Photoshop
($22.99/month)

Adobe Lightroom
($9.99/month)

Advantages

Advanced tools like layers,
masks, and brushes. Open-
source and free forever. Works
on Windows, Mac, and Linux.

Photoshop-like interface in a
browser. Works with PSD, PNG,
and JPG files. No installation
needed.

Easy drag-and-drop editing.
Great for social media graphics.
Free version available.

Al-powered editing tools. Web-
based and mobile-friendly.
Good balance of ease and
features.

Great for RAW photo editing.
Non-destructive workflow. Free
alternative to Lightroom.

Simple interface for quick edits.
Lightweight and runs smoothly.
Supports layers.

Industry-standard for
professional editing. Powerful
Al tools like Generative Fill and
Neural Filters. Best layer-based
editing.

Best for photographers working
with RAW files. Cloud syncing

Disadvantages

Complex interface. No built-in
RAW support (requires plugins).

Ads in free version. Limited
offline use.

Limited free features.
Background remover and
premium elements require Pro
version. Not ideal for advanced
photo manipulation.

Ads in free version. Lacks deep
editing control compared to
Photoshop.

Steeper learning curve. Not as
refined as Lightroom.

Only available on Windows.
Limited advanced tools.

Expensive (subscription-only).
High learning curve.

No layer-based editing. Requires
subscription.

Best For

Intermediate —
Expert

Intermediate —
Expert

Beginner —
Intermediate

Beginner —
Intermediate

Intermediate —
Expert

Beginner —
Intermediate

Expert

Intermediate —
Expert



Software

Affinity Photo
($69.99 one-time)

Capture One ($299
or $14/month)

Luminar Neo ($149
one-time or
$9.99/month)

Corel PaintShop Pro
($79.99 one-time)

DxO Photolab ($139
one-time)

Advantages

across devices. Non-destructive
editing.

Photoshop alternative with no
subscription. Advanced layer-
based editing. Works offline.

Professional-grade color
editing. Best for tethered
shooting in studio work.
Excellent RAW processing.

Al-powered tools like sky
replacement and portrait
retouching. One-time purchase
option. Easy to use for
beginners.

Affordable Photoshop
alternative. Al tools, RAW
editing, and layer support. No
subscription required.

Best noise reduction and lens
corrections. Excellent RAW
processing. One-time purchase.

Disadvantages

Fewer third-party plugins than

Photoshop. No cloud integration.

Expensive. Steeper learning
curve than Lightroom.

Lacks manual control of
Photoshop. Not as fast as
Lightroom for large edits.

Windows-only. Slower updates
than Photoshop.

No layer-based editing. No built-
in Digital Asset Management
(DAM).

Best For

Intermediate —
Expert

Expert

Beginner —
Intermediate

Intermediate

Intermediate —
Expert



